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	School Policy Engagement:		


Michael G. Wickman ES recognizes that parents and family members are their children’s first and most influential teachers and that continued parental engagement in the education of children contributes greatly to student achievement and conduct.  Michael G. Wickman ES shall jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents of Title 1 and Non-Title 1 students a written parental engagement policy, agreed upon by such parents and updated periodically to meet the needs of parents and the school. This policy shall be an addendum component of the School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA) that promotes a meaningful partnership between the school, the home, and the community. 

Title I schools will convene an annual meeting to inform parents the requirements of Title I and their right to be involved in the parental engagement policy, and the school-parent compact of strategies to increase parental engagement.  The parents of participating students will be involved in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, and improvement of its Title 1 programs and parent and family engagement policy and school-parent compact.   The school will offer a flexible number of meetings and provide, if requested, parents’ opportunities for regular meetings to participate in decisions relating to the education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. The parent and family engagement policy and school-parent compact will be posted on the school website and distributed to all parents through regular means of communication.

	Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement: 



The staff of Michael G. Wickman ES in consensus with research-based practices knows that the education of its students is a responsibility shared between school and parents.  The school’s primary responsibility shall be to have an effective learning environment that enables all students to meet the academic expectations set forth in the CA Common Core state standards.  Parents shall have the responsibility and opportunity to work with the school in a mutually supportive and respectful partnership with the goal of supporting their child's learning.  The school-parent compact of strategies to increase parental engagement outlines how the parents, the teachers, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic and behavioral achievement. Michael G. Wickman ES will provide parents with an explanation of the curriculum, academic assessment, and proficiency levels students are expected to meet. Through an Action Team for Partnership process school staff, parents, and community members will jointly review, plan and develop a one-year school-parent compact by grade or department level of promising practices to increase parental engagement to include the six types of engagement listed below (Epstein’s Six Types of Parental Involvement).  The annual school-parent compacts will specify partnership activities for as many of the six types of engagement as possible.  The school-parent compact will list district and school improvement goals and describe the “in the classroom” and “at home” strategies for teachers, parents, and students to implement. Michael G. Wickman ES goals will include a school improvement goal in these three areas:  English Learners, one academic area, and one non-academic area.  The compact will list how the school provides two-way communication between home and school.   It will also describe opportunities for parents to volunteer, observe, and participate in the classroom.  Annually the school-parent compact will be updated by staff and parents, based on formal and informal data.  Also, annually, the Action Team for Partnerships will evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s home-school-community partnership activities and celebrate successes.
This shared responsibility will help the school and parents build and develop a partnership to help children reach or exceed the grade level standards.



Michael G. Wickman ES will support these home-school partnerships by using the following six types of engagement:

1. Parenting.  We will promote and support parenting skills and the family’s primary role in encouraging a child's learning at each age and grade level, and all staff members will work effectively with our diverse families. Michael G. Wickman ES will promote the district’s multi-tiered system of support (MTSS) framework in aiding our parents with the tools needed to support their children both academically and socially/emotionally. The school site also promotes the district’s Parent and Family Engagement Center. The center has become a hub for parent education and other courses or training (e.g., Technology support, family literacy, social-emotional, GED, college credit.  

2. Communication. We will communicate about curriculum, instruction, assessment, staff development, school programs and student progress through two-way, meaningful, timely and effective methods.  At a minimum, annual conferences, reports on student progress, reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child's class, and observation of classroom activities will be provided to parents and family members. Michael G. Wickman ES will continue to communicate with our stakeholders by using: Aries Communication, Focus Group Meetings (PTO, ELAC, GATE, School Site Council), weekly homework agendas, parent-teachers conferences, annual parent survey, social media, and the school’s website, and the school’s website. The school site also has on staff a Mandarin translator to assist families as needed.  

3. Volunteering.  We will expand the recruitment, training, and recognition of family and community volunteers; we will provide opportunities for families and community members to contribute from home, the workplace, and other community-based sites. Michael G. Wickman ES will promote volunteering at the school by providing opportunities/programs at the school site. Currently, Wickman has serval programs: Art Pals, PTO sponsored activities, Watch Dogs, Volunteer Room Parent Program. The school site has also established a PTO volunteer room, parents can use to support their child’s teacher and the school at large.  

4. Learning at Home.  We will promote family engagement in learning activities at home including homework and other curriculum-related activities appropriate to the grade and development of the student. Michael G. Wickman ES will provide opportunities for parents to seek support from both the teacher and school administration. Family engagement activities currently used: STEP meetings, teacher office hours, posted school agendas for both instruction/assignments, before/after school intervention groups. Information reading curriculum and homework policies are addressed during the Wickman’s Back to School night. These policies are also posted on every teacher’s school webpage. 

5. Decision-making.  We will include students, parents, and community members as partners in planning and decision-making.  We will encourage participation by parents and family members in decisions that affect their child’s educational experiences and comply with state and federal laws and regulations pertinent to family engagement. Michael G. Wickman ES will use school focus groups and surveys to drive future decisions for the school site. Wickman elementary has established several organizations, groups, and advisory committees to aid in school decisions: Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), School Site Council (SSC), Safety Committee, English Language Advisory Committee (ELAC), Positive Behavior Intervention and Support Team (PBIS).

6. [bookmark: _Hlk132285302]Collaborating with Community.  We will coordinate resources and services for students and families with businesses, agencies, service organizations and other groups and provide services to the community through our volunteer efforts and community improvement projects. Michael G. Wickman ES will continue to build partnerships with various community groups/organizations that reflect the needs of the school site. Currently the school has been working with the following groups: 

Helping Our Youth- a student led group from Chino Hills High School. This group has worked with students who required additional support in mathematics/language arts. 
Chino Hills Rotary Club- this is a new partnership. The club has offered to help the school with materials and beautification projects.  







	Building Capacity for Parent Engagement 


The Michael G. Wickman ES school staff is committed to partnering with parents in the following ways: 
· assist parents in understanding academic content and achievement standards and assessment and how to monitor and improve the achievement of their children
· provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement 
· educate staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value of parent contributions and how to work with parents as equal partners 
· coordinate and integrate parental engagement with other programs and activities in our school and support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children
· distribute information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities to the parents of participating students in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents understand
· provide such other reasonable support for parental engagement activities under this section as parents may request
	Accessibility



Our school Michael G. Wickman ES and our LEA shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory students including providing information and school reports required under Section 6311 in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand. 
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